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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

While rancor and division continues to thrive in Washington D.C., those of 
us in the Washington State Legislature have largely been able to work 
together to achieve some big wins for our constituents. 

This biennium, the Legislature passed a bill to boost K-12 education 
spending to record levels. We also increased mental and behavioral health 
spending, took steps to address the opioid crisis, and approved funding for 
hundreds of community and transportation projects across the state.

Coming into this year’s 60-day legislative session, an early priority was 
passing the 2017-19 capital budget. Thankfully, we were able to get that 
done early on, which freed up $25 million in funding for projects in 
Issaquah, Maple Valley, and the Snoqualmie Valley. You can learn about 
several of these projects inside this newsletter.

Since my first session last year, my top transportation priority has been to 
move up the timeframe for the I-90/SR 18 interchange project. I am happy 
to report we were able to get that done last year. 

I have also introduced a number of bills, five of which have been signed into 
law. My goal is to be an effective champion for policies that benefit all 
Washingtonians, whether I introduce them myself, sign on as a co-sponsor, 
or simply vote for them on the floor. For me, people always come before 
politics, which means I will support good legislation no matter which side of 
the aisle it is introduced on.

Lastly, I have heard from many of you about the increase you have seen in your 
property taxes. I share your concerns, and that is why I voted for a budget this 
year that will provide $390 million in property tax relief to homeowners in 
2019. However, with record revenues coming into the state, I was hoping the 
Legislature would provide even greater relief. Budgets are about priorities, and 
one of our top priorities should be ensuring our state remains an affordable 
place to live, work, and raise a family.

It is an honor to represent you in the Legislature. If you have any questions 
or comments, please do not hesitate to reach out to me. My contact 
information is on the left-hand side of this page.

Best wishes,

Paul Graves
State Representative, 5th District, (R-Fall City)

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

PAUL GRAVES
5th LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

INSIDE
• Budget recaps
• Five of my bills signed into law
• Why I support increased legislative 

transparency



STATE REPRESENTATIVE PAUL GRAVES
CAPITAL BUDGET
The capital budget allocates funds for buildings and other 
long-term assets in communities across the state. The $4.2 
billion budget we passed earlier this year includes:

• $933 million for K-12 school construction and 
modernization;

• $860 million to further develop higher education 
campuses and facilities;

• $136.5 million for the construction of community and 
institution-based mental health facilities; and

• $106.5 million to fund housing projects for veterans, 
people affected by natural disasters, and the mentally ill.

East King County will see more than $30 million in funding 
for a number of projects I believe will make a real difference 
in our communities. For example, $9.5 million will go to the 
Echo Glen Children’s Center in Snoqualmie. Echo Glen is 
a secured facility for boys and girls between 11 and 21 who 
have been convicted of a felony. Helping kids who made 
a bad decision start over in life and become contributing 
adults is important work, and Echo Glen does a remarkable 
job of it. As you can imagine, many young people at Echo 
Glen have mental health issues that require specialized care. 
A building at the facility was recently renovated to serve 
young men struggling with mental illness, and funds from 
the 2017-19 capital budget will go to renovating another 
building to serve young women struggling in the same way. 

The budget will also allocate $300,000 for Friends of 
Youth to begin construction of a new, two-story facility in 
downtown Snoqualmie. Friends of Youth is a nonprofit that 
provides drug and alcohol treatment programs, counseling, 
foster care services, and shelters for homeless teens. The new 
building will support each of these critical services.  

Additionally, money will be provided for improvements 
to Confluence Park in Issaquah, renovations in downtown 
Carnation, and for parks, trails and conservation in the Middle 
Fork Snoqualmie River and throughout East King County.

Finally, $258,000 will be allocated for the Maple Valley 
Veterans Memorial Foundation to build a world-class 
veterans memorial on the Maple Valley Community Center 
site. We owe so much to our veterans, and it is truly special 
that we get to honor them in this way.

We also passed the 2018 supplemental capital budget 
this year, which will add $198 million in funding to the 
2017-19 capital budget, including another $4.5 million 
for our district.

TRANSPORTATION BUDGET
The 2018 supplemental transportation budget the Legislature 
approved this year will add another $800,000 in spending 
to the 2017-19 transportation budget – boosting the budget 
from $8.5 billion to $9.3 billion.

Funds from the budget will be allocated to plan for the 
widening of SR 18 between Issaquah Hobart Road to Raging 
River, congestion management on SR 18 between SR 167 
and SR 410, as well as for other key projects, including the 
I-90/SR 18 interchange.

For some background, the Connecting Washington 
transportation package approved by the Legislature in 2015 
provided $150 million for the I-90/SR 18 interchange 
project. The design of the project was not scheduled to begin 
until 2023, but thanks to hard, bipartisan work, we were able 
to move up the timeline by six years. The design is taking 
place right now.

OPERATING BUDGET
As I mentioned in my opening letter, the two-year, $43.7 
billion operating budget we passed last year fully funded 
K-12 education. However, we still had a little bit more 
work to do this year to comply with the state Supreme 
Court’s McCleary order as it pertained to teacher salaries. 
The $1.2 billion supplemental operating budget we passed 
in March will allocate $776 million to begin increasing 
teacher salaries this year. 

Aside from education, the budget builds nicely on the 
2017-19 operating budget, and invests in our communities 
without relying on any new tax increases — including a 
capital gains income tax or a carbon tax. For those reasons, 
I cast a yes vote.

By the end of the 2019-21 biennium, the 
Legislature will have increased K-12 education 
spending by a whopping $13.3 billion since the 

McCleary ruling came down in 2012 —  

an increase of 99 percent.
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2017 BILLS
House Bill 1285 simplifies the oath requirements for 
interpreters in legal proceedings. Previously, interpreters 
providing services in court or in other official capacities 
for hearing impaired or non-English speaking people were 
required to take an oath every two years. House Bill 1285 
changed this requirement so interpreters now only have to 
take an oath once.

House Bill 1515 provides flexibility for doctors and patients 
requesting disability parking placards. Instead of requiring 
doctors to issue a request for a placard on a prescription pad 
or paper, as was the case under previous law, House Bill 1515 
aligns our state with current medical practices to allow doctors 
to use electronic means or office letterhead.

2018 BILLS
House Bill 2256 will bring more more flexibility to the 
foster care pre-service training process by making all training 
materials available online. The reason I introduced this bill 
is simple: We need more foster parents, and we have the 
technology to make it easier to get licensed. Prospective foster 
parents still must complete an extensive application, have 
several interviews with a social worker, and have their home 
inspected to make sure it is safe for kids. But we should not 
make it a needless hassle for them to complete their training.

House Bill 2446 will help physical therapists better 
meet patients’ needs by expanding the number of assistive 
personnel (physical therapy assistants, physical therapy 
aides, athletic trainers, exercise physiologists, and massage 
therapists) they are allowed to supervise from two to three. 

Providing them with the option of hiring additional assistive 
personnel will help them meet the demand for their services 
and ensure patients receive the care they require.

House Bill 2948 will raise the population threshold for 
when a city assumes responsibility for maintaining state 
routes. Under current law, the Washington State Department 
of Transportation is responsible for maintaining state routes 
that cross through cities with fewer than 25,000 residents. 
My bill will gradually raise that threshold to 35,000 
residents, which is critical for fast-growing cities like Maple 
Valley. Not only are we going to be saving cities money, but 
we were able to draft the bill in such a way that it will have 
no fiscal impact on the state.

Gov. Jay Inslee signs House Bill 2948 into law.

FIVE OF MY BILLS SIGNED INTO LAW

Back in December 2017, months before controversy exploded over the introduction and 
passage of Senate Bill 6617 (concerning what records legislators should make available to the 
public), I introduced the Legislative Transparency Act – House Bill 2255. My bill would have 
amended the state’s Public Records Act to remove the exemption for state legislators. 

Much of the controversy generated by the Legislature’s consideration of Senate Bill 6617 
could have been avoided had House Bill 2255 been given a hearing. Instead, it was referred 
to the State Government, Elections and Information Technology Committee and did not 
move for the duration of the session. 

When Senate Bill 6617 came to the floor for a vote, I voted against it, and instead asked 
that my bill finally receive a hearing in the House. Still, it did not move. The entire matter 
remains in the courts.

The bottom line is this: If government is not transparent, I consider it my duty – as both 
a representative of the people and as a Washington citizen – to correct the problem. No 
elected official should ever be exempt from answering to the people they represent.

I SUPPORT INCREASED LEGISLATIVE TRANSPARENCY
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STAYING IN TOUCH
If you would like to learn more about me or receive 
my legislative email updates, please visit my website at 
RepresentativePaulGraves.com. 

Please note that due to election-year restrictions, I 
cannot send out another email update until December. 
However, I am always available to visit your group, 
business, or classroom. I also welcome the opportunity 
to meet with you for a cup of coffee to discuss the issues 
most important to you. Please contact my office to 
schedule an appointment. 

Thank you again for the opportunity and trust you have 
given me to serve as your state representative.

STATE REPRESENTATIVE PAUL GRAVES
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